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SUBCHAPTER E—INDIAN LANDS PROGRAM 

PART 750—REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SURFACE COAL MINING AND 
RECLAMATION OPERATIONS ON 
INDIAN LANDS 
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AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq. 

SOURCE: 49 FR 38477, Sept. 28, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 750.1 Scope. 
This subchapter provides for the reg-

ulation of surface coal mining and rec-
lamation operations on Indian lands 
and constitutes the Federal program 
for Indian lands. 

§ 750.5 Definitions. 
For purposes of regulating surface 

coal mining operations on Indian lands, 
the following terms, when used in this 
subchapter or in parts referenced by 
this subchapter, have the following 
meanings: 

BIA means the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs of the U.S. Department of the In-
terior. 

BLM means the Bureau of Land Man-
agement of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. 

Federal program means the Federal 
program for Indian lands. 

Indian mineral owner means (1) any 
individual Indian or Alaska native who 
owns land or mineral interests in land 
the title to which is held in trust by 
the United States or is subject to a re-
striction against alienation imposed by 
the United States, or (2) any Indian 

tribe, band, native, pueblo, community, 
rancheria, colony, or other group 
which owns land or mineral interest in 
land the title to which is held in trust 
by the United States or is subject to a 
restriction against alienation imposed 
by the United States. This definition 
does not include owners of lands pat-
ented to a village or regional corpora-
tion pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, Pub. L. 92–203. 

Local government agencies means, in 
addition to county, city or township 
governments, Indian tribal govern-
ments. 

Minerals agreement means any joint 
venture, operating, production sharing, 
service, managerial, lease or other 
agreements, or any amendment, sup-
plement to or modification of such 
agreement, providing for the explo-
ration for, or extraction, processing, or 
the development of coal, or providing 
for the sale or other disposition of the 
production or products of such coal re-
sources. 

MMS means the Minerals Manage-
ment Service of the U.S. Department of 
the Interior. 

Regulatory authority means the Office 
of Surface Mining. 

§ 750.6 Responsibilities. 

(a) OSM shall: (1) Be the regulatory 
authority on Indian lands; 

(2) After consultation with the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and, as applica-
ble, with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, conditionally approve, approve, 
or disapprove applications for permits, 
permit renewals, or permit revisions 
for surface coal mining operations on 
Indian lands, and applications for the 
transfer, sale or assignment of such 
permit rights on Indian lands; 

(3) Conduct inspection and enforce-
ment activities with respect to surface 
coal mining and reclamation oper-
ations on Indian lands; 

(4) Consult with the BIA and the af-
fected tribe with respect to special re-
quirements relating to the protection 
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